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I was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason on May 15, 2007. Soon 

after being raised, one of my lodge Brothers presented me with a copy of 

Chris Hodappõs book òFreemasons for Dummiesó (I shall return to the sig-

nificance of this later, but for those who do not own this little gem, make 

haste to secure a copy)  

As 2009 rolled around, I found myself appointed to the Senior Deacons chair. 

I had enjoyed my first year and a half in the lodge. I enjoyed the camaraderie, 

and had learned my fair share of the ritual. I was becoming comfortable with 

the brethren, and had settled into a pleasant routine. Soon after the year be-

gan, one of my mentors approached me about the idea of attending 

Wilkerson College. He reminded me that in just a few years, it would proba-

bly be my privilege to serve in the East, and that Wilkerson College would 

help prepare me for this. After exhausting all the usual excuses of why I did-

nõt have time to attend, I was privileged to become a member of the 2009 

class. I have written extensively about my experiences at the college, but not 

about how it affected me as a Mason. The Wilkerson College experience 

opened my eyes to Masonry in a broader context than I was exposed to in my 

home lodge. Blackmer Lodge No. 127 is a very fine lodge, and I am proud to 

be a member there, but Wilkerson College exposed me to more Masonry in 

three weekends than I would have experienced in many years, otherwise.  

 

Like most of my classmates, I suddenly became real excited about the craft. 

This led me to do what I normally do under such circumstances; I began to 

read everything I could get my hands on related to the subject. In the course 

of my research, I stumbled onto a few Internet postings and web sites that 

fueled the fire for me. The first was Chris Hodappõs web site òFreemasons for 

Dummiesó (companion site to the book), which had an article and link to 

Lodge Vitruvian ( www.vitruvian.org  ). Iõll let you do your own research, but 

essentially they are a European concept lodge, dedicated to excellence in all 

aspects of lodge work. From their dress, to their degree work, to their Ma-

sonic education, nothing but the best is accepted. They follow their meetings 

with dinner at a fine dining establishment, and good fellowship all around. I 

was bewitched with the idea of this kind of lodge. While I enjoy the relaxed, 

comfortable atmosphere of my home lodge, this more formal and thought 

provoking style of lodge was more in line of what I was looking for when I 

joined the fraternityé if only we had such a lodge here in North Carolina. 

Continued on page 5 

http://www.vitruvian.org/


 

The Chaplainõs Page                                                         By: WB Rick Smith, PDDGM  

The Masterõs Word                                                                  By: WB Mark Conner, PM  
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Degree of Fellowcraft: Biblical References  
In the Old Testament, there are two accounts of the building of King 
Solomon's Temple, in 1st Kings and another in 2nd Chronicles. The 
books of Kings record the chronological events of the Kings of Judah. 
Chronicles records the chronological events of the Kings of Israel.   
2nd Chronicles, chapter 2 verse 3, "and Solomon sent to Huram the 
King of Tyre,  
saying, as thou didst deal with David my father and didst send him ce-
dars to  
build him a house to dwell therein even so deal with me.ò Verses 13-
14: "Huram, King of Tyre, said and now I have sent a cunning man, en-
dued with understanding, ...the son of a woman of the daughters of 
Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre, skillful to work in gold, and in 
silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber..."  
  
Why Huram, or Hiram? Hebrew has no vowels, so Huram or Hiram would have been spelled the 
same. The King James translators inserted vowels. Throughout Chronicles they used Huram, 
throughout Kings they used Hiram. Solomon entered into an agreement with Hiram of Tyre to 
build the house and to have a man sent to him who could do everything.  
In 1st Kings Chapter 7, Solomon sent for Hiram out of Tyre, he was a widow's son. Who was 
this second man? Abif in Hebrew means master or father. The first man was the master of the 
second and probably his father. It would be logical to have his son complete his work even 
though the Temple was nearly complete. Solomon fearing that the same fate that befell the fa-
ther would fall upon his son, sent armed guards, to be sure that he arrived safely.  

WB Rick Smith, PDDGM  

BRETHERN: the Holidays are HERE!!! keep an eye on 
our WIDOWS, CALL -GO SEE-TAKE THEM TO THE 
STORE!! [use your money} just kidding. The young 
couple down the street, let them know that you are 
there to help them also if need be, ask them to come by 
and have a cup of wine with you and your wife. Remem-
ber that OUR LORD and SAVIOUR is ALWAYS WITH US. 
We have just one more stated in DECEMBER, we need 
to have a great turn -out as always. We will be electing 
new officers for 2010. Let's give these Brethren our best support. Each 
and every one of you have been an inspiration to me this year, THANK 
YOU for all that you do to promote MASONRY.  
 
 
Brother Mark has faithfully served Wilkerson College Lodge for 2009 and we all know that he 
will continue serve the Lodge & College, wherever and whenever needed.  THANK YOU!!  

WB Mark Conner, PM  



Washington Leaves America                               By: Bro. Steve Campbell, Blackmer No. 127 

Happy Birthday to the Following Members  
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December  
 

Bob Ferris - 2 

Ed Lawing - 2 

Frank Ortiz - 12 

Joseph Adegboyega - 21 

Nigel Hawkins - 19 

Steve Viers - 27 

Tom Dolinger, II - 15 

January  February  

  

Allen Hincher - 21 Randy Ogburn - 18 

Bill Mathis - 4 Rick Smith - 17 

Carl"Pappy"Scheer - 25 Scott Barta - 25 

Edd Little - 6 Shaun Bradshaw - 26  

George Jones - 13 Tom Wilkerson - 11 

Leonard Safrit, Jr. - 3 Tommy Rash - 7 

Morty Jayson - 17 Kevin Combs - 23 

 Balvin Dunn II - 21 

 

At the age of 17 George Washington obtained his official surveyorôs license and received an 
appointment as a county surveyor in His Majestyôs Colony of Virginia.  His annual salary of 15 
pounds was supplemented by his private surveying contracts, which netted him well over 100 
pounds annually - quite a sum for a 17 year old young man.  He was now financially free from 
his dominating mother who was still living on his inherited estate, Ferry Farm, just across the 
river from Fredericksburg.  He began to show an interest in young ladies and fashionable 
menôs clothing, for when not upon the frontier surveying he was spending more time amongst 
the ñblue bloodedò gentry of Virginiaôs Tidewater region. 

 
In 1750 Georgeôs beloved half brother Lawrenceôs health began to fail.  Visits to warm springs 
provided only temporary relief.  On September 19, 1751 (at age 19) George Washington set sail 
with Lawrence for Barbados, where his half brother was to undergo treatment for tuberculosis.  
The voyage upon the ship Success lasted over a month.  A recorded strong earthquake near 
Santo Domingo resulted in this entry in Georgeôs journal: 
 
ñ19 October 1751.  Hard squalls of wind and rain with a fomented sea jostling in heaps occa-
sioned by the wavering wind which, in 24 hours, veered the compass, not remaining two hours 
in any point.  The seamen seemed disheartened, confessing they had never seen such weather 
before.  It was universally surmised there had been a violent hurricane not far distant.  A prod-
igy in the west appeared towards the sunôs setting about 6 P.M., remarkable for its extraordi-
nary redness.ò 
 
On November 2 nd, nearly out of food and water, the Success docked at Bridgetown where 
George Washington first set foot on foreign soil - his only venture outside America.  He and 
Lawrence were met by the Chief Justice of Barbados.  Being fascinated by the tropical climate, 
wildlife, and plants, the brothers found a seaside apartment.  His first adventure of foreign 
travel would soon take an interesting twist for both George and Lawrence Washington.  



2010 Officers 

On Saturday, December 12; during a stated meeting of Wilkerson College Lodge, the following officers 
where elected & appointed.  After which, they where duly installed for 2010.  ( Master ) WB Russ Jones, 
PM (Senior Warden) WB Sid Carter, PM (Junior Warden) WB Joseph  Adegboyega, PM (Treasurer) Bro. 
Kevin Combs (Secretary) WB Ray Hall, PM (Senior Deacon) WB Gary Handy, M (Junior Deacon) WB 
Jesse Bowman, PM (Senior Steward) Bro. Ben Wallace (Junior Steward) Bro. Parker Stevens 
(Chaplain) WB Rick Smith, PM (Tiler) WB Mark Conner, PM.  Join me in wishing these Brother a very 
successful year.     
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Just a gentle reminder that as of (11 -13-2009) there are still four members who have not 
paid their 2009 dues. We must take action on these members at our December stated 
communication. I want to remind you that if you are excluded for non -payment of dues 
from one lodge you are excluded from all lodges regardless of your dues status.  If there 
are reasons you cannot pay your dues please contact the secretary or master and let us 
know.  
Your 2010 dues notices were mailed about one month ago. If you have not received yours 
please let me know. I have not had any returned for incorrect address so I presume all 
have found the right address. Your prompt payment will greatly assist us in conducting 

the business of the lodge.  

Why I Joined...continued  

The Secretary's Corner                                        By: WB Ray Hall, PDDGM & PDDGL  
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I was fortunate enough to ride to and from most of the Wilkerson 
College sessions with W. Brother Larry Thompson, who is a member 
of my home lodge and part the Wilkerson College staff. I couldnôt 
wait to tell Larry about Lodge Vitruvian, and this cool new concept. 
When I broached the subject with him, he, of course, already knew 
all about it and then proceeded to tell my about our ñalmostò version 
of Lodge Vitruvian, Wilkerson College Lodge No. 760! He directed me 
to Dan Weatheringtonôs article ñThe Masonic Miracleò (http://
www.blackmerlodge.org/Miracle.pdf ) where I read more about the 
story behind Wilkerson College Lodge.  I had already started to view the faculty of 
Wilkerson College as not only the ñmovers and shakersò of Freemasonry in North 
Carolina, but also as progressive and enlightened thinkers. When I found out that 
most of the staff and Regents of the college were members of Wilkerson College 

Lodge, I was sold.  

 

I affiliated with WCL earlier this year and have enjoyed every minute of it. I love the 
traveling lodge concept and I cannot wait to see all the different places our travels 
will take us in the coming years. Enlightening and meaningful programs will help to 
continue my education as a new member of the craft and, while I have not been dis-
appointed in what I have seen thus far, I can only hope that Wilkerson College Lodge 
will continue to raise the bar in this area. I am also intrigued with the idea, which has 
been previously mentioned, of incorporating an evening meal into our December and 
June meetings.  Wilkerson College Lodge is a feather in the cap of North Carolina 

Freemasonry, and I am privileged to call myself a member!  

Bro. Ben Wallace  

http://www.blackmerlodge.org/Miracle.pdf
http://www.blackmerlodge.org/Miracle.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WB Russ has not set a definite list of locations at this time, but he is 
working diligently to confirm 2010ôs schedule for Wilkerson College 
Lodge.  The next newsletter will be published on or about March 1, 
2010 and a complete list of Lodge locations & programs will be in-
cluded at that time.  

An email will be sent to our membership concerning the upcoming 

stated in February.  Thank you for your patience and I wish all the 

very best the season has to offer.  

Schedule for 2010 

Wilkerson College Lodgeõs Mission Statement 

The mission of Wilkerson College Lodge is to foster a flame 
of brotherly love and friendship that will surpass all differ-
ences, envelope all similarities and consistently travel that 
level of time in search of how to make good men better. As 
speculative Masons, education will be our greatest tool, so 
as to instill in our future Masters qualities of leadership, re-
sponsibility and compassion.  

Lodge Secretary  

5333 Audrey Rd.  

Greensboro, NC  

27406 

 

Phone: 336-292-

4633 

Email: se-

cy76@yahoo.com  

Mailing Address  

 


