
 1

Who Was Hermes  Trismegistus?  
(Pre l iminary  Background Paper)  
Given a t  Wi lkerson Col lege  Lodge  No.  760 
Saturday ,  August  8 ,  2009 
Clayton  L.  Wright ,  PM 

 

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I ’d  l ike  to  thank  WB Mark  Conner  for  invi t ing  me to  speak  
today,  and WB Grant  for  hos t ing  th is  meet ing .  I ’d  a l so  l ike  to  thank each  of  
you for  your  suppor t  and  making  the  t rek  here  f rom a l l  over  the  Sta te .   

I  grew up jus t  down the  road  in  Kings  Mounta in  and worked  in  Bessemer  
Ci ty  a f te r  I  go t  out  of  the  mi l i ta ry .  I  was  Raised in  Fa i rv iew Lodge No.  339 
( in  Kings  Mounta in)  and used  to  v is i t  here  a t  Whets tone  Lodge  No.  515 
qui te  of ten .  I  remember  one  par t icu lar  n ight  of  a  Master  Masons  Degree ,  
dur ing  a  thunders torm,  when the  l igh ts  went  out  as  we  were  car ry ing  the  
candida te  a round.  Thunder ,  Lightn ing ,  we  f in ished the  Degree  by  Candle  
Light !  I ’ l l  never  forge t  i t .  Oh,  and there  was  WB Hal  Lovelace  and h i s  
d i f f icu l ty  keeping  a  cer ta in  implement  f rom f ly ing apar t !  And i f  you  haven’ t  
a l ready seen  i t ,  you  should  check  out  the  concea led  space  be tween the  Al ta r  
and  the  West  before  you go .  There  are  lo ts  of  good memories  here  for  me.  

What  I  wi l l  present  today i s  some informat ion  on Hermes  Tr i smegis tus ,  
which  wi l l  be  developed in to  a  research paper  on  The  Inf luence  of  Hermes  
on  Sc ience  and  Rel ig ion  Throughout  the  Wor ld .   

I t  i s  sa id  tha t :  “Freemasonry  i s  a  beaut i fu l  sys tem of  mora l i ty ,  ve i led  in  
a l legory  and i l lus t ra ted  by symbols .”  Freemasonry ,  whi le  not  a  re l ig ion ,  has  
many th ings  in  common wi th  re l ig ion .  We are  to ld  tha t  Geometry  and  
Masonry  were  or ig ina l ly  synonymous  te rms,  tha t  i t  i s  the  foundat ion  of  
Archi tec ture  and  the  Root  of  Mathemat ics .  I t  i s  f rom Geometry  tha t  a l l  o f  
the  o ther  sc iences  were  bui l t .  Masonic  Concepts  are  taught  by  us ing  
a l legor ies ;  we  work  on  bui ld ing  our  Inner  Temple  by  explor ing  what  the  
Ancient  Mas ters  have  taught .  Many of  the  ideas  and  symbols  we  use  can  be  
found in  the  wr i t ings  of  “Hermes .”  

I t  i s  my be l ie f  tha t  a l l  re l ig ion  and or  sc ience  ( inc luding  Masonry) ,  
emanated  f rom one  poin t .  Was  tha t  poin t  the  Ancient  Adept  Hermes  (who 
was  o therwise  known to  the  Egypt ians  as  Thoth)?  No one  knows for  sure ,  
bu t  tha t  i s  the  idea  we wi l l  develop  today .  

In  Craf t  Masonry ,  there  are  many a l lus ions  to  Hermet ic  Doct r ine .  ( I ’m sure  
you’ve  a l l  heard  the  te rms  Hermet ic i sm,  Hermet ic  Doct r ine ,  Hermet ic  
Kabbalah or  Hermet ic  Alchemy?)  In  recent  years ,  books  l ike  “The Secre t”  
by  Rhonda  Byrne ,  “The  Law of  At t rac t ion”  by  Es ther  and  Jer ry  Hicks ;  and  
teachers  l ike  Dr .  Joseph  Campbel l  (“The  Power  of  Myth”)  and  Dr .  Wayne  
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Dyer  (“The  Power  of  In tent ion”) ,  have  been  respons ib le  for  renewed publ ic  
in teres t  in  th i s  sacred  knowledge .  Books  on  the  Kabbalah and Occul t  
Knowledge  are  in  every  major  (and  most  of  the  smal ler )  books tores .  And of  
coarse  there  i s  a  newfound abundance  of  informat ion  on  the  In terne t .  

1The term Hermet ic  i s  f rom the  Greek  word Herm,  which  re fers  to  a  p i l lar  or  
pos t  used  in  pre-c lass ica l  Greece  "of  square  shape ,  surmounted  by  a  head 
wi th  a  beard .  The  square ,  l imbless  "Hermes"  was  a  s tep  in  advance  of  the  
unwrought  s tone ."  The  or ig in  o f  the  word Hermes  re la tes  to  a  s tone  p i l lar  
used  to  communicate  wi th  the  de i t ies  and the  use  o f  the  names  beginning  
wi th  Herm in  Greece  dates  f rom at  leas t  600  BCE.  2According  to  Pausanias ,  
in  o lden t imes  a l l  the  Greeks  worshipped unwrought  s tones  ins tead  of  
images ,  and he  descr ibes  th i r ty  square  s tones  near  a  spr ing  sacred  to  Hermes  
a t  Pharae  in  Greece .  In  the  Fel low Craf t  Lecture ,  we are  taught  tha t  “ i t  i s  to  
the  Greeks  therefore ,  and not  the  Romans ,  tha t  we  are  indebted  for  a l l  th ings  
which  are  Grea t ,  Judic ious  and Dis t inc t  in  Archi tec ture” .  This  i s  jus t  one  
example ,  but  we can  see  how the  “Unwrought  Stone”  would  be  of  impor tance  
to  Masons .  

In  Scot t i sh  Ri te  Masonry  (known as  the  “Col lege  of  Freemasonry”) ,  we  a lso  
ca l l  on  Hermes  for  ins t ruc t ion .  The  Knight  of  the  Sun or  Pr ince  Adept  
Degree ,  in  par t i cu la r  i s  fu l l  o f  the  Hermet ic  Teachings ,3 and  accounts  for  
more  than  one-for th  of  Pike’s  Mora ls  and  Dogma.   

In  York  Ri te  Masonry ,  we have  the  Al l ied  Masonic  Degrees ,  and  s t i l l  more  
avenues  to  s tudy the  myst ic  teachings .  

4Hermes  Tr i smegis tus  (Greek for  "Hermes  the  thr ice-grea tes t"  or  Mercur ius  
te r  Maximus  in  Lat in ,  i s  the  syncre t i sm of  the  Greek  god Hermes  and the  
Egypt ian  Thoth .  In  Hel len is t ic  Egypt ,  the  god  Hermes  was  g iven as  epi the t  
the  Greek  name of  Thoth .  

Hermes  Tr ismegis tus  might  a l so  be  expla ined  in  Euhemer is t 1 fashion  as  a  
man who was  the  son  of  the  god,  and  in  the  Kabbal i s t ic  t rad i t ion  tha t  was  
inher i ted  by  the  Renaissance ,  i t  could  be  imagined  tha t  such  a  person had 
been contemporary  wi th  Moses ,  communica t ing  to  a  l ine  of  adepts  a  para l le l  
wisdom.  A h is tor ian ,  however ,  would  leave  such specula t ion  to  the  h is tory  
of  a lchemy and the  n ine teenth-century  h is tory  of  occul t i sm.  

Both  Thoth  and  Hermes  were  gods  of  wr i t ing  and  of  magic  in  the i r  
respec t ive  cul tures .  Thus  the  Greek  god of  in te rpre t ive  communica t ion  was  
combined  wi th  the  Egypt ian  god of  wisdom as  a  pat ron  of  as t ro logy and 
a lchemy.  The  major i ty  of  Greeks ,  and  la te r  Romans ,  d id  not  accept  Hermes  
Tr i smegis tus  in  the  p lace  of  Hermes .  The  two gods  remained di s t inc t  f rom 
one  another .  

                                                 
1 Euhemerist: Theory of Historic Origins of Mythology 
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The  Hermet ic  l i te ra ture  added to  the  Egypt ian  concerns  wi th  conjur ing  
spi r i t s  and  an imat ing  s ta tues  tha t  inform the  o ldes t  tex ts ,  Hel len is t ic  
wr i t ings  of  Greco-Babylonian as t ro logy and the  newly developed prac t ice  of  
a lchemy.  In  a  para l le l  t rad i t ion ,  Hermet ic  phi losophy ra t ional ized  and 
sys temat ized re l ig ious  cul t  prac t ices  and  of fered  the  adept  a  method of  
personal  ascens ion f rom the  cons t ra in ts  of  phys ica l  be ing ,  which  has  led  to  
confus ion  of  Hermet ic i sm wi th  Gnost ic i sm,  which  was  deve loping 
contemporaneous ly . 5 

As  a  d iv ine  founta in  of  wr i t ing ,  Hermes  Tr ismegis tus  was  credi ted  wi th  tens  
of  thousands  of  wr i t ings  of  h igh  s tanding ,  repu ted  to  be  of  immense  
an t iqui ty .  P la to ' s  Timaeus  and Cr i t i as  s ta te  tha t  in  the  temple  of  Nei th  a t  
Sa is ,  there  were  secre t  ha l l s  conta in ing  h i s tor ica l  records  which  had been 
kept  for  9 ,000 years .  Clement  of  Alexandr ia  was  under  the  impress ion  tha t  
the  Egypt ians  had  for ty- two sacred  wr i t ings  by  Hermes ,  encapsula t ing  a l l  
the  t ra in ing  of  Egypt ian  pr ies ts .  S iegfr ied  Morenz  has  sugges ted  (Egypt ian  
Rel ig ion)  "The  re ference  to  Thoth ' s  au thorship . . .  i s  based  on  ancient  
t rad i t ion ;  the  f igure  for ty- two probably  s tems f rom the  number  of  Egypt ian  
nomes 2,  and  thus  conveys  the  not ion  of  comple teness ."  

The  so-ca l led  "Hermet ic  l i t e ra ture" ,  the  Hermet ica ,  i s  a  ca tegory of  papyr i  
conta in ing  spel l s  and induct ion  procedures .  In  the  d ia logue  ca l led  the  
Asclepius  (a f te r  the  Greek  god of  hea l ing)  the  a r t  o f  impr isoning  the  souls  
of  demons  or  of  angels  in  s ta tues  wi th  the  he lp  of  herbs ,  gems and odors ,  i s  
descr ibed,  such tha t  the  s ta tue  could  speak and prophesy.  In  o ther  papyr i ,  
there  are  o ther  rec ipes  for  cons t ruc t ing  such  images  and  an imat ing  them,  
such  as  when images  a re  to  be  fashioned hol low so  as  to  enc lose  a  magic  
name inscr ibed  on  gold  leaf .  

Dur ing  the  Middle  Ages  and  the  Renaissance ,  the  wr i t ings  a t t r ibuted  to  
Hermes  Tr ismegis tus  known as  Hermet ica  en joyed grea t  c redi t  and  were  
popular  among a lchemis ts .  The  "hermet ic  t rad i t ion"  therefore  re fe rs  to  
a lchemy,  magic ,  as t ro logy and re la ted  subjec ts .  The  texts  a re  usual ly  
d is t inguished  in  two ca tegor ies  the  "phi losophical"  and  " technical"  
hermet ica .  The  former  dea ls  main ly  with  i ssues  of  phi losophy,  and  the  la t te r  
wi th  magic ,  pot ions  and a lchemy.  Among other  th ings  there  a re  spe l l s  to  
magica l ly  protec t  objec ts ,  hence  the  or ig in  of  the  term "Hermet ica l ly  
sea led" .  

The  c lass ica l  scholar  Casaubon showed,  by  the  charac te r  of  the  Greek ,  the  
tex ts  tha t  were  t radi t ional ly  wr i t ten  a t  the  dawn of  t ime,  to  be  more  recent :  
most  of  the  "phi losophica l"  Corpus  Hermet icum can be  da ted  to  a round AD 
300.  However ,  f laws  in  this  ident i f ica t ion  were  uncovered  by  the  17th  
century  Cudwor th ,  who argued tha t  Casaubon 's  a l lega t ion  of  forgery  could  
only  be  appl ied  to  three  of  the  seventeen  t rea t i ses  conta ined  wi th in  the  

                                                 
2 “Egyptian Provinces” 
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Corpus  Hermet icum.  Moreover ,  Cudwor th  noted  Casaubon 's  fa i lure  to  
acknowledge  the  codi f ica t ion  of  these  t rea t i ses  as  a  la te  formula t ion  of  a  
pre-exis t ing  (poss ib ly  ora l )  t rad i t ion .  According  to  Cudworth ,  the  tex t  mus t  
be  v iewed as  a  te rminus  ad  quem (or  completed  work)  and not  a  quo.  

Modern  occul t i s t s  cont inue  to  sugges t  tha t  some of  these  tex ts  may be  of  
Pharaonic  or ig in ,  and  tha t  " the  for ty  two essent ia l  tex t s"  tha t  conta ined the  
core  work  of  h is  re l ig ious  be l ie fs  and  h is  l i fe  phi losophy remain  h idden 
away in  a  secre t  l ibrary .  

In  some of  the  readings  of  Edgar  Cayce ,  Hermes  or  Thoth  was  an engineer  
f rom the  submerging  At lan t i s  and  tha t  he  bui l t  o r  des igned or  d i rec ted  the  
cons t ruc t ion  of  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt .  

Wi th in  the  occul t  t rad i t ion ,  Hermes  Tr ismegis tus  i s  c redi ted  wi th  severa l  
wives ,  and  more  than  one  son who took h i s  name,  as  wel l  as  more  than one  
grandson.  This  repet i t ion  of  g iven  name and surname throughout  the  
genera t ions  may a t  leas t  par t i a l ly  account  for  the  legend of  h i s  longevi ty ,  
espec ia l ly  as  i t  i s  be l ieved tha t  many of  h is  ch i ldren  pursued careers  as  
pr ies t s  in  the  re l ig ion  he  s ta r ted .  

One  of  the  Hermet ic  books  tha t  I ‘ve  been s tudying recent ly  i s  ca l led  “The  
Kybal ion” .  Here  i s  an  excerp t .  6The  purpose  o f  th is  work  i s  not  the  
enuncia t ion  o f  any  specia l  phi losophy or  doctr ine ,  but  ra ther  i s  to  g ive  to  
the  s tudents  a  s ta tement  o f  the  Truth  that  wi l l  serve  to  reconci le  the  many  
b i t s  o f  occul t  knowledge  that  they  may have  acquired ,  but  which  are  
apparent ly  opposed  to  each o ther  and which  o f ten  serve  to  d iscourage  and 
d isgus t  the  beginner  in  the  s tudy .  Our  in tent  i s  no t  to  erec t  a  new Temple  o f  
Knowledge ,  but  ra ther  to  p lace  in  the  hands  o f  the  s tudent  a  Master-Key  
wi th  which  he  may open the  many  inner  doors  in  the  Temple  o f  Mystery  
through the  main  por ta l s  he  has  a lready  entered .  

There  i s  no  por t ion  o f  the  occul t  teachings  possessed  by  the  wor ld  which  
have  been  so  c lose ly  guarded as  the  f ragments  o f  the  Hermet ic  Teachings  
which  have  come down to  us  over  the  tens  o f  centur ies  which  have  e lapsed  
s ince  the  l i f e t ime  of  i t s  great  founder ,  Hermes  Tr ismegis tus ,  the  "scr ibe  o f  
the  gods ,"  who dwel t  in  o ld  Egypt  in  the  days  when the  present  race  o f  men 
was  in  i t s  in fancy .  Contemporary  wi th  Abraham,  and ,  i f  the  legends  be  t rue ,  
an  ins tructor  o f  that  venerable  sage ,  Hermes  was ,  and  i s ,  the  Great  Central  
Sun  o f  Occul t i sm,  whose  rays  have  served  to  i l lumine  the  count less  
teachings  which  have  been promulgated  s ince  h is  t ime .  A l l  the  fundamental  
and bas ic  teachings  embedded in  the  eso ter ic  teachings  o f  every  race  may be  
t raced  back  to  Hermes .  Even the  most  ancient  t eachings  o f  India  
undoubtedly  have  the ir  roots  in  the  or ig inal  Hermet ic  Teachings .  

From the  land o f  the  Ganges  many  advanced occul t i s t s  wandered  to  the  land  
o f  Egypt ,  and  sa t  a t  the  fee t  o f  the  Master .  From him they  obta ined  the  
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Master-Key  which  expla ined  and reconci led  the ir  d ivergent  v iews ,  and  thus  
the  Secre t  Doctr ine  was  f i rmly  es tabl i shed .  From other  lands  a lso  came the  
learned  ones ,  a l l  o f  whom regarded Hermes  as  the  Master  o f  Masters ,  and 
h is  in f luence  was  so  great  that  in  sp i te  o f  the  many wander ings  f rom the  
path  on  the  par t  o f  the  centur ies  o f  teachers  in  these  d i f ferent  lands ,  there  
may s t i l l  be  found a  cer ta in  bas ic  resemblance  and correspondence  which  
under l ies  the  many and o f ten  qui te  d ivergent  theor ies  en ter ta ined  and taught  
by  the  occul t i s t s  o f  these  d i f ferent  lands  today .  The  s tudent  o f  Comparat ive  
Rel ig ions  wi l l  be  able  to  perce ive  the  in f luence  o f  the  Hermet ic  Teachings  in  
every  re l ig ion  worthy  o f  the  name,  now known to  man,  whether  i t  be  a  dead 
re l ig ion  or  one  in  fu l l  v igor  in  our  own t imes .  There  i s  a lways  cer ta in  
correspondence  in  sp i te  o f  the  contradic tory  features ,  and the  Hermet ic  
Teachings  ac t  as  the  Great  Reconci ler .  

The  l i f ework  of  Hermes  seems to  have  been in  the  d irec t ion  o f  p lant ing  the  
great  Seed-Truth  which  has  grown and b lossomed in  so  many s t range  forms,  
rather  than to  es tabl i sh  a  school  o f  phi losophy  which  would  dominate ,  the  
wor ld ' s  thought .  But ,  never the less ,  the  or ig inal  t ru ths  taught  by  h im have  
been  kept  in tact  in  the ir  or ig inal  pur i ty  by  a  few men each age ,  who,  
re fus ing  great  numbers  o f  hal f -deve loped s tudents  and  fo l lowers ,  fo l lowed 
the  Hermet ic  cus tom and reserved the ir  t ru th  for  the  few who were  ready to  
comprehend and master  i t .  From l ip  to  ear  the  t ru th  has  been  handed down 
among the  few.  There  have  a lways  been  a  few In i t ia tes  in  each generat ion ,  
in  the  var ious  lands  o f  the  ear th ,  who kept  a l ive  the  sacred  f lame o f  the  
Hermet ic  Teachings ,  and  such  have  always  been wi l l ing  to  use  the ir  lamps  
to  re - l ight  the  lesser  lamps o f  the  outs ide  world ,  when the  l ight  o f  t ru th  
grew dim,  and c louded by  reason o f  neglec t ,  and when the  wicks  became 
c logged wi th  fore ign  mat ter .  There  were  a lways  a  few to  tend  fa i th fu l ly  the  
a l tar  o f  the  Truth ,  upon which  was  kept  a l ight  the  Perpetual  Lamp o f  
Wisdom.  These  men devoted  the i r  l i ves  to  the  labor  o f  love ,  which the  poet  
has  so  wel l  s ta ted in  h i s  l ines :  

"O,  le t  not  the  f lame die  out !  Cher ished  age  a f ter  age  in  i t s  dark  cavern ,  in  
i t s  ho ly  temples  cher ished .  Fed by  pure  minis ters  o f  love ,  l e t  not  the  f lame 
d ie  out !"  

These  men have  never  sought  popular  approval ,  nor  numbers  o f  fo l lowers .  
They  are  indi f f erent  to  these  th ings ,  for  they  know how few there  are  in  each 
generat ion  who are  ready  for  the  t ru th ,  or  who would  recognize  i t  i f  i t  were  
presented to  them.  They  reserve  the  "s t rong meat  for  men,"  whi le  o thers  
furnish  the  "mi lk  for  babes ."  They  reserve  the ir  pear ls  o f  wisdom for  the  few 
e lec t ,  who recognize  the ir  va lue  and who wear  them in  the ir  crowns ,  ins tead  
o f  cas t ing  them before  the  mater ia l i s t ic  vu lgar  swine ,  who would  t rample  
them in  the  mud and  mix  them wi th  the ir  d isgus t ing menta l  food .  But  s t i l l  
these  men have  never  forgot ten  or  over looked the  or ig inal  teachings  o f  
Hermes ,  regarding  the  pass ing  on o f  the  words  o f  t ru th  to  those  ready  to  
receive  i t ,  which  teaching  i s  s ta ted  in  The  Kybal ion  as  fo l lows:  "Where  fa l l  
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the  foots teps  o f  the  Master ,  the  ears  o f  those  ready  for  h is  Teaching open  
wide ."  And again:  "When the  ears  o f  the  s tudent  are  ready  to  hear ,  then  
cometh  the  l ips  to  f i l l  them wi th  wisdom."  But  the ir  cus tomary  a t t i tude  has  
a lways  been  s t r ic t ly  in  accordance  wi th  the  o ther  Hermet ic  aphor ism,  a lso  
in  The  Kybal ion:  "The  l ips  o f  Wisdom are  c losed ,  except  to  the  ears  o f  
Unders tanding ."  

There  are  those  who have  cr i t ic i zed  th is  a t t i tude o f  the  Hermet is t s ,  and  who 
have  c la imed that  they  d id  not  mani fes t  the  proper  sp ir i t  in  the ir  po l icy  o f  
sec lus ion  and re t icence .  But  a  moment ' s  g lance  back  over  the  pages  o f  
h is tory  wi l l  show the  wisdom of  the  Masters ,  who knew the  fo l ly  o f  
a t tempt ing  to  teach to  the  wor ld  that  which  i t  was  ne i ther  ready  or  wi l l ing  
to  rece ive .  The  Hermet is t s  have  never  sought  to  be  martyrs ,  and have ,  
ins tead ,  sa t  s i l ent ly  as ide  wi th  a  p i ty ing  smi le  on  the ir  c losed  l ips ,  whi le  the  
"heathen  raged nois i ly  about  them" in  the ir  cus tomary  amusement  o f  put t ing  
to  death  and tor ture  the  hones t  but  misguided  enthus ias ts  who imagined  that  
they  could  force  upon a  race  o f  barbar ians  the  t ru th  capable  o f  be ing  
unders tood only  by  the  e lec t  who had advanced a long The  Path .  

And the  sp ir i t  o f  persecut ion  has  not  as  ye t  d ied  out  in  the  land .  There  are  
cer ta in  Hermet ic  Teachings ,  which ,  i f  publ ic ly  promulgated ,  would  br ing  
down upon the  teachers  a  great  cry  o f  scorn  and rev i lement  f rom the  
mul t i tude ,  who would  again  ra ise  the  cry  o f  "Cruci fy !  Cruci fy ."  

In  th is  l i t t le  work  we have  endeavored  to  g ive  you an idea  o f  the  
fundamenta l  teachings o f  The  Kybal ion ,  s t r iv ing to  g ive  you the  working  
Pr inc ip les ,  leav ing  you to  apply  therm yourse lves ,  ra ther  than a t tempt ing  to  
work  out  the  teaching  in  de ta i l .  I f  you  are  a  t rue  s tudent ,  you wi l l  be  able  to  
work  out  and  apply  these  Pr inc ip les- - i f  no t ,  then  you must  deve lop  yourse l f  
in to  one ,  for  o therwise  the  Hermet ic  Teachings  wi l l  be  as  "words ,  words ,  
words"  to  you .  

THE SEVEN HERMETIC PRINCIPLES 

"The  Pr inc ip les  of  Truth  are  Seven;  he  who knows these ,  unders tandingly ,  
possesses  the  Magic  Key before  whose  touch a l l  the  Doors  of  the  Temple  f ly  
open ." - -The  Kybal ion .  

The  Seven Hermet ic  Pr inc ip les ,  upon which  the  ent i re  Hermet ic  Phi losophy 
i s  based ,  a re  as  fo l lows:  

1.  The Principle  of  Mental i sm.    "THE ALL IS MIND;  The  Universe  i s  
Menta l ."  
2.  The Principle  of  Correspondence .    "As  above ,  so  be low;  as  be low,  so  
above ."  
3.  The  Princ iple  of  Vibrat ion.    "Nothing res ts ;  every th ing  moves ;  
every th ing  v ibra tes ."  
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4.  The  Princ iple  of  Polar i ty .    "Everyth ing  i s  Dual ;  everyth ing has  poles ;  
every th ing  has  i t s  pa i r  of  oppos i tes ;  l ike  and unl ike  a re  the  same;  oppos i tes  
a re  ident ica l  in  na ture ,  but  d i f ferent  in  degree;  ext remes  meet ;  a l l  t ru ths  are  
but  ha l f - t ru ths ;  a l l  paradoxes  may be  reconci led ."  
5.  The Principle  of  Rhythm.        "Everyth ing  f lows ,  out  and in ;  everyth ing  
has  i t s  t ides ;  a l l  th ings  r i se  and fa l l ;  the  pendulum-swing mani fes ts  in  
every th ing;  the  measure  of  the  swing  to  the  r igh t  i s  the  measure  of  the  swing  
to  the  le f t ;  rhy thm compensates ."  
6.  The Principle  of  Cause  and Effect .        "Every  Cause  has  i t s  Ef fec t ;  
every  Effec t  has  i t s  Cause ;  every th ing  happens  according  to  Law;  Chance  i s  
but  a  name for  Law not  recognized;  there  are  many planes  of  causa t ion ,  but  
noth ing  escapes  the  Law."  
7.  The Principle  of  Gender .    "Gender  i s  in  every th ing;  every th ing  has  i t s  
Mascul ine  and Feminine  Pr inc ip les ;  Gender  mani fes ts  on  a l l  p lanes ."  

And f rom the  “emera ld  Table ts  of  Thoth  the  At lan tean”  Doreal  wr i tes  in  h is  
in t roduct ion… 7The his tory  o f  the  table t s  t rans la ted  in  the  fo l lowing pages  
i s  s t range  and beyond the  be l ie f  o f  modern sc ient i s t s .  Their  ant iqui ty  i s  
s tupendous ,  da t ing  back  some 36 ,000 years  B .C.  The  wri ter  i s  Thoth ,  an  
At lantean Pr ies t -King ,  who founded a  co lony  in  ancient  Egypt  a f ter  the  
s ink ing  of  the  mother  country .  

He  was  the  bui lder  o f  the  Great  Pyramid  o f  Giza ,  erroneous ly  a t t r ibuted  to  
Cheops .  In  i t  he  incorporated  h i s  knowledge  of  the  anc ient  wisdom and a lso  
secure ly  secre ted  records  and ins t ruments  o f  ancient  At lant i s .  

For  some 16 ,000 years ,  he  ru led  the  ancient  race  o f  Egypt ,  f rom 
approximate ly  52 ,000 B.C.  to  36 ,000 B.C.  At  tha t  t ime ,  the  ancient  
barbarous  race  among which  he  and h is  fo l lowers  had set t led  had been  
ra ised  to  a  h igh  degree  o f  c iv i l i za t ion .  

Thoth  was  an  immortal ,  that  i s ,  he  had conquered  death ,  pass ing  only  when 
he  wi l led  and even  then  not  through death .  His  vas t  wisdom made h im ruler  
over  the  var ious  At lantean colonies ,  inc luding the  ones  in  South  and Central  
America .  

When the  t ime  came for  h im to  leave  Egypt ,  he  erec ted  the  Great  Pyramid  
over  the  entrance  to  the  Great  Hal l s  o f  Ament i ,  p laced in  i t  h i s  records ,  and 
appoin ted  guards  for  h is  secre ts  f rom among the  h ighes t  o f  h i s  people .  

In  la ter  t imes ,  the  descendants  o f  these  guards  became the  pyramid  pr ies t s ,  
by  which  Thoth  was  de i f i ed  as  the  God of  Wisdom,  The  Recorder ,  by  those  in  
the  age  o f  darkness ,  which  fo l lowed h is  pass ing .  In  l egend,  the  Hal ls  o f  
Ament i  became the  underworld ,  the  Hal ls  o f  the  gods ,  where  the  soul  passed  
a f ter  death  for  judgment .  

During la ter  ages ,  the  ego o f  Thoth  passed  in to  the  bodies  o f  men in  the  
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manner  descr ibed  in  the  table ts .  As  such ,  he  incarnated  three  t imes ,  in  h is  
las t  be ing  known as  Hermes ,  the  thr ice-born.  

In  th is  incarnat ion ,  he  le f t  the  wr i t ings  known to  modern  occul t i s t s  as  the  
Emerald  Table t s ,  a  la ter  and far  lesser  expos i t ion  o f  the  ancient  mys ter ies .  

The  table ts  t rans la ted  in  th i s  work  are  ten ,  which  were  le f t  in  the  Great  
Pyramid  in  the  cus tody  o f  the  pyramid  pr ies t s .  The  ten  are  d iv ided  in to  
th i r teen  par t s  for  the  sake  of  convenience .  

The  las t  two are  so  great  and far-reaching in  the ir  import  that  a t  present  i t  
i s  forb idden  to  re lease  them to  the  wor ld  a t  large .  However ,  in  those  
contained here in  are  secre ts  which  wi l l  prove  of  ines t imable  value  to  the  
ser ious  s tudent .  

They  should  be  read,  no t  once ,  but  a  hundred  t imes  for  only  thus  can the  
t rue  meaning be  revealed .  A casual  reading  wi l l  g ive  g l impses  o f  beauty ,  but  
more  in tens ive  s tudy  wi l l  open avenues  o f  wisdom to  the  seeker .  

But  now a  word as  to  how these  mighty  secre t s  came to  be  revealed  to  
modern  man a f ter  be ing  h idden so  long… 

Some th ir teen  hundred  years  B .C. ,  Egypt ,  the  anc ient  Khem,  was  in  turmoi l  
and  many  de legat ions  o f  pries ts  were  sent  to  o ther  par ts  o f  the  wor ld .  

Among these  were  some o f  the  pyramid  pr ies t s  who carr ied  wi th  them the  
Emerald  Table t s  as  a  ta l i sman by  which  they  could  exerc ise  author i ty  over  
the  less  advanced  pr ies t -craf t  o f  races  descended f rom other  At lantean 
colonies .  The  table t s  were unders tood f rom legend  to  g ive  the  bearer  
author i ty  f rom Thoth .  

The  par t icular  group of  pr ies ts  bear ing  the  table ts  emigrated  to  South  
America  where  they  found a  f lour ish ing  race ,  the  Mayas  who remembered 
much of  the  ancient  wisdom.  

Among these ,  the  pr ies t s  se t t led  and remained .  In  the  ten th  century ,  the  
Mayas  had thoroughly  se t t led  the  Yucatan ,  and the  table ts  were  p laced  
beneath  the  a l tar  o f  one  o f  the  great  temples  o f  the  Sun God.  

Af ter  the  conques t  o f  the  Mayas  by  the  Spaniards ,  the  c i t ies  were  abandoned 
and the  t reasures  o f  the  temples  forgot ten .  

I t  should  be  unders tood that  the  Great  Pyramid  o f  Egypt  has  been  and s t i l l  
i s  a  temple  o f  in i t ia t ion  in to  the  mys ter ies .  Many great  teachers  are  
supposed to  have  been in i t ia ted  there .  

The  wri ter  was  ins t ruc ted  to  recover  and  re turn  the  ancien t  table t s  to  the  
Great  Pyramid .  This ,  a f ter  adventures  that  need not  be  de tai led  here ,  was  
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accompl ished .  Before  re turning  them,  he  was  g iven  permiss ion  to  t rans la te  
and  re ta in  a  copy  o f  the  wisdom engraved  on  the  table ts .  This  was  done  in  
1925 and only  now ( in  1939)  has  permiss ion  been  g iven  for  par t  to  be  
publ i shed .  I t  i s  expected  that  many  wi l l  sco f f .  Ye t  the  t rue  s tudent  wi l l  read 
be tween the  l ines  and gain  wisdom.  I f  the  l ight  i s  in  you ,  the  l ight  which  i s  
engraved in  these  table ts  wi l l  respond.  

Now,  a  word as  to  the  mater ia l  aspec t  o f  the  table ts .  They  cons is t  o f  twelve  
table t s  o f  emerald  green,  formed f rom a  subs tance  created  through 
a lchemical  t ransmutat ion .  They  are  imper ishable ,  res i s tant  to  a l l  e lements  
and subs tances .  In  e f fec t ,  the  a tomic  and ce l lu lar  s t ruc ture  i s  f ixed ,  no  
change ever  tak ing  p lace .  In  th i s  respec t ,  they  v io la te  the  mater ia l  law of  
ioniza t ion .  

Upon them are  engraved  characters  in  the  ancient  At lantean  language:  
characters  which  respond to  a t tuned  thought  waves ,  re leas ing  the  associa ted  
mental  v ibrat ion  in  the  mind o f  the  reader .  

The  table ts  are  fas tened  together  wi th  hoops  o f  golden-colored  a l loy  
suspended f rom a  rod  o f  the  same mater ia l .  So  much for  the  mater ia l  
appearance .  

The  wisdom contained there in  i s  the  foundat ion  o f  the  ancient  mys ter ies .  
And for  the  one  who reads  wi th  open  eyes  and mind,  h is  wisdom shal l  be  
increased a  hundred- fo ld .  

Read.  Bel ieve  or  not ,  bu t  read .  And the  v ibrat ion  found there in  wi l l  awaken 
a  response  in  your  soul .  

Man's  search for  unders tanding  o f  the  laws  which  regula te  h is  l i fe  has  been  
unending,  ye t  a lways  jus t  beyond the  ve i l  which  shie lds  the  h igher  p lanes  
f rom mater ia l  man 's  v i s ion  the  t ru th  has  ex i s ted ,  ready  to  be  ass imi la ted  by  
those  who enlarge  the i r  v i s ion  by  turning  inward,  not  outward,  in  the i r  
search .  

In  the  s i lence  o f  mater ia l  senses  l ies  the  key  to  the  unvei l ing  o f  wisdom.  He  
who ta lks  does  not  know;  he  who knows  does  not  ta lk .  The  h ighes t  
knowledge  i s  unut terable ,  for  i t  ex i s t s  as  an ent i ty  in  lanes  which t ranscend 
a l l  mater ia l  words  or  symbols .  Al l  symbols  are  but  keys  to  doors  leading  to  
t ru ths ,  and many t imes  the  door  i s  not  opened because  the  key  seems  so  
great  that  the  th ings  which  are  beyond i t  are  not  v i s ib le .  

I f  we  can unders tand that  a l l  keys ,  a l l  mater ia l  symbols  are  mani fes ta t ions ,  
are  but  ex tens ions  o f  a  great  law and t ru th ,  we  wi l l  begin  to  deve lop the  
v is ion  which  wi l l  enable  us  to  penetrate  beyond the  ve i l .  

A l l  th ings  in  a l l  un iverses  move  according to  law,  and  the  law which 
regulates  the  movement  o f  the  p lanets  i s  no  more  immutable  than  the  law 
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which  regula tes  the  mater ia l  express ions  o f  man.  

One  o f  the  greates t  o f  a l l  Cosmic  Laws i s  that  which  i s  respons ib le  for  the  
format ion  o f  man as  a  mater ia l  be ing .  

The  great  a im of  the  mystery  schools  o f  a l l  ages  has  been  to  reveal  the  
work ings  o f  the  Law which  connect  man,  the  mater ia l  and man,  the  sp ir i tual .  

The  connec t ing  l ink  be tween the  mater ia l  man and the  sp ir i tual  man i s  the  
in te l lec tual  man,  for  the  mind  partakes  o f  both  the  mater ia l  and immater ia l  
qual i t ies .  

The  aspirant  for  h igher  knowledge  must  deve lop  the  inte l lec tual  s ide  o f  h i s  
nature  and so  s t rengthen h is  wi l l  that  i s  able  to  concentrate  a l l  powers  o f  
h is  be ing  on  and in  the  p lane  he  des ires .  

The  great  search  for  l ight ,  l i f e  and love  only  begins  on  the  mater ia l  p lane .  
Carr ied  to  i t s  u l t imate ,  i t s  f inal  goal  i s  comple te  oneness  wi th  the  universal  
consciousness .  The  foundat ion  in  the  mater ia l  i s  the  f i rs t  s tep;  then  comes  
the  h igher  goal  o f  sp i r i tual  a t ta inment .  Concealed  in  the  words  o f  Thoth  are  
many meanings  that  do  not  appear  on the  sur face .  L ight  o f  knowledge  
brought  to  bear  upon the  Table ts  wi l l  open  many  new f ie lds  for  thought .  

"Read and be  wise"  but  only i f  the  l ight  o f  your  own consc iousness  awakens  
the  deep-seated  unders tanding  which  i s  an  inherent  qual i ty  o f  the  soul .  

And f ina l ly ,  f rom “The Arcane Schools”  by  John Yarker… 

8"Hermes ,  the  patron o f  l earning,  in  anc ient  t imes ,  was  r ight ly  cons idered to  
be  a  god in  whom the  whole  Pr ies t ly  Order  par t ic ipated .   The  One who 
pres ides  over  t rue  knowledge  i s  one  and the  same,  everywhere .   Our  
ances tors  dedicated  to  h im the ir  wise  d iscover ies ,  and  named the ir  
respec t ive  t reat i ses  "Books  o f  Hermes ."   The  knowledge  o f  the  gods  i s  innate  
and per ta ins  to  the  very  subs tance  o f  our  be ing .  From the  beginning  i t  was  
one  wi th  i t s  own source ,  and  was  co-ex is ten t  wi th  the  inherent  impulse  o f  
the  soul  to  the  supreme goodness ."  

I ’d  l ike  to  thank you again  for  g iv ing  me th is  oppor tuni ty  and  I  hope  tha t  
you  wi l l  be  inspi red  to  s tudy some of  the  Ancient  Wri t ings ,  and  he lp  p lan t  
seeds  in  those  who seek  for  Knowledge  and  Truth .  

                                                 
1 From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermeticism (terminology) 
2 From Pausanias (VII, 24. 4) The Greek travel writer Pausanias (c. 150 - c. 180) lived and wrote in the middle of 
the second century. His most famous work is the "Periegesis tes Hellados",or "Description of Greece",a guide to 
important sites and historic places of ancient Greece. Since Pausanias wrote only about five hundred years after the 
great flourishing of classical Greek culture, since he was a careful recorder of what he saw, and since he was 
fascinated with ancient ruins and folk customs, he provided later scholars with an invaluable resource for 
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understanding Greek life at the height of the Roman empire. "Even today," wrote a contributor to "World Eras","it is 
possible to take his work as a useful guide to the archaeological sites in the various parts of Greece." 
3 Scottish Rite Monitor and Ritual Guide by Arturo DeHoyos 
4 From Ellie Crystal (www.crystalinks.com) 
5  from “Stages of Ascension in Hermetic Rebirth" by Dan Merkur 
6 From “The Kybalion” by The Three Initiates 
7 From “The Emerald Tablets of Thoth The Atlantean” - Translated by Doreal 
8 From “The Arcane Schools” John Yarker (p. 79) 
 


